
Page1 of 1

From: Antya Miller [antya©gonorthshore.org]

Sent: Thursday, October 11, 2012 4:31 PM

To:

Cc:
Subject: Zoning and Planning Committee Testimony

Importance: High

Aloha Chair Anderson and Members of the Zoning and Planning Committee:
I am opposed to approving the Ewa Development Plan which includes the development of prime agriculture land
with Ri water for housing aka Ho’opili. I am also opposed to the building of a steel-on- steel-rail system starting in
the middle of the most productive ag lands on Oahu. Oahu cannot afford to lose this most precious prime ag land
nor this boondoggle of a rail system. Please see editorial by David Shapiro in the Star Advertiser on October 10111.

Ii ttp /www.staradvertiser.com/newspremum/vocar~ca~premiurnIaQ~12tQl.0 Ls_Qpe atlng_cos
id=173437491 &c=n

This issue should be revisited after the election. Enough is enough. The taxpayers of this island are overtaxed.
Do not make things worse.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Mahalo,
Antya Miller
52-Year Resident of Haleiwa and
Member of North Shore Neighborhood Board #27
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Rail’s operatingcostmustbeon table,notunderit
POSTED:01:30a.m. HST,Oct 10, 2012 StarAdvertiser.com

By David Shapiro

Thecity is trumpetingafederallysponsoredstudyby Porter& AssociatesInc. concludingthat the
$5.26billion Oahurail project is financiallysound.

It’s good to havea reasonablycredibleview that thenumbersaddup on theconstructionside,evenif
ourbig governmentconstructionjobs seldomrunwithin 10 percentofplanastheconsultant
assumes.

Wherethestudyraisesthorny questionsis ontheoperationalside— howwe’ll payfor runningthe
train onceit’s built.

Theconsultantprojectedtotal operatingcostsofthecity’s transitsystem— TheBus,Handi-Vanand
rail — will consume19.1 percentofcity tax collectionsin 2021,up from a historic level of 10
percent.

Theconcernis, whenin theprocessdid wedecideto radicallyshift city prioritiesanddoublethe
amountoftheannualbudgetdevotedto public transportation?Whenwasthecommunitydiscussion
aboutthis?

Thetruth is we’ve neverreallyhadthediscussion.

City officials haveevadedforthrightanswersaboutrail operatingcosts,on theapparenttheorythat if
theyducktheissueuntil thetrain is built, taxpayerswill haveno choicebut to pay to operateit no
matterwhatthecost.

Obviously,doublingpublic transportationcoststo afifth ofthebudgetwill meaneitherraisingtaxes
ormuchlessmoneyfor othercity programs.

It’s astoundingwe’ve gottenthis far — issuingmajorcontracts,spendinghundredsofmillions of
dollars,startingconstruction— withoutafrankpublic examinationofoperationalimpacts.

Rail proponents,who demandthat theothersideexplaineverynickel ofaproposed$1.5 billion bus-
basedtransitalternative,offer few specificson howthecity will payfor doublingthecostoftransit
servicesafterrail.



Rail advocatesareloatheto admitthepossibilityoftrain-relatedtaxincreases,so theytalk vaguely

aboutreshapingcity priorities to allow budgetcutsfor “otherthings.”

City taxpayersdeserveto know muchmoreupfrontaboutwhatthose“otherthings” are.

Keepin mindthat theCarlisleadministrationthis yearmadeunpopularcutsto existingbus service

becausethebudgetwastight andtheyfoundno “other things” to cut.

If electedleaderscan’tfind othercutsto coverthemodestcostof maintainingexistingbusserviceat
old levels,howwill theypossiblyfind enough“otherthings” to cut to payfor doublingthecostof
transitservicesnineyearsfrom now?

City leadersowedtaxpayersan opendiscussionfrom thestarton suchamassiveshift in budget
prioritiesinsteadoftrying to sneakit throughasa “fait accompli.”

Mistrustovertheirpatternofrunningfromtransparencyon toughchoicesis whyarail projectthat
onceseemedin thebagis fighting for its life.

ReachDavid Shapiroatvolcanicash@gmail.comorblog.volcanicash.net.
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